
Dinner Proceed T Benefi Californi r Victim an FD’
Our 7th Annual Dinner Gala was held at the Chateau Briand in Carle 
Place, Long Island, New York.  The Gala, as we continually stress, is 
an important fundraiser for our organization and the funds raised are 
vital to help us continue with our mission. It also presents us with an 
opportunity to thank and acknowledge first responders for their
heroic work throughout the year. The Firefighters Charitable Board 
is pleased to announce that the proceeds from this year’s gala will is pleased to announce that the proceeds from this year’s gala will 
be entirely used for assistance to those areas affected by the 
California Wild Fires, specifically to help victims rebuild and to aid 
fire departments that lost equipment or were destroyed. In 2018,
a series of large wildfires erupted across California, mostly in the 
northern part of the state, including the destructive Carr Fire 
and the Mendocino Complex Fire. A national disaster was declared in Northern California, due to the extensive 
wildfires burning there.  Strong winds caused another round of large, destructive fires to erupt across the wildfires burning there.  Strong winds caused another round of large, destructive fires to erupt across the 
state. This new batch of wildfires includes the Woolsey Fire and the Camp Fire, the latter of which killed at 
least 85 people and destroyed more than 18,000 structures; becoming both California's 
deadliest and most destructive wildfire on record (see more on the Wildfires in our President’s Message). The
generosity of our Gala guests and sponsors allowed us to send grants to California Fire Departments.

This year our President’s Award was presented to former Major League Baseball Player, 1969 World 
Champion New York Met, Ed Kranepool, Founder of the Ed Kranepool Foundation. The Humanitarian Award was Champion New York Met, Ed Kranepool, Founder of the Ed Kranepool Foundation. The Humanitarian Award was 
presented to Joseph Mottola, AIA, Executive Vice President, Deputy COO, H2M Architects & Engineers for his 
amazing philanthropic efforts. A Special Recognition Award was presented to former Major Baseball Player 
Santos “Sandy” Alomar, Sr. for his assistance with the Puerto Rico hurricane relief efforts. 

A check was also presented to a representative of David A McCoy, an active member of the Locust Valley 
New York Fire Department. Firefighter Mccoy, a veteran of 29 years of firefighting (who has held officer and 
Chief Positions, was fighting a Signal10 Alarm for a fully involved house fire, when the attic floor gave way. Chief Positions, was fighting a Signal10 Alarm for a fully involved house fire, when the attic floor gave way. 
                          The subsequent fall fractured several of his vertebrae requiring 
                          multiple surgeries. He has nineteen screws and  four rods in his 
                          spine with the possibilities of more surgeries. Firefighter McCoy 
                          had sent FFCF a letter requesting assistance as he works diligently 
                          to get back to full duty.

                          
We want to thank our dinner gala sponsors, attendees and all of 
our supporters this past year. The importance of your donations 
and support is no better exemplified then the support we are 
providing to Fire Fighter McCoy and the California Wildfire victims. 

L-R: Honoree Joseph Mottola, AIA, Honoree Ed Kranepool, Board Members Fred Cambria and Jim Cahill, 
FCF Christine Cahill and Joann Vazquez, Board Member Richard Helgason, Treasurer/Secretary Lori Tepedino, 
Board Member Meryl Guerrero, President Frank Tepedino, Honoree Santos “Sandy” Alomar, Sr., VP Frank 
Nocerino and Board Member Les Noto

Our dinner always starts off with all our attendees who are 
Veterans, Active Military, Police, Fire and EMS First Responders
joining the Marine Color Guard for the Pledge of Allegiance 
and Star Spangled Banner

Photos courtesy of BBA Photography Corporation    www.bbaphotography.com 
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Although the Firefighters Charitable Foundation (“FFCF”) was originally formed as a 
Florida Not-for-Profit corporation based in Florida, since its inception FFCF has made 
it its mission to assist firefighters and victims of disasters in all fifty states throughout 
the country.  The broad scope of FFCF’s mission remained true when its offices were 
located in Rhode Island and when its main office was relocated to New York in 2006.
Our steadfast dedication to serving our mission is hampered by several factors.  The 
entire country is obviously a lot of territory to cover and while certain disasters garner entire country is obviously a lot of territory to cover and while certain disasters garner 
national coverage, like the California wildfires, other catastrophic events occur, 
seemingly on a daily basis, that do not receive the attention of the national media, 
and are not brought to our attention. 

Then there is the question of humility and not knowing where to turn.  Our experience 
is that fire departments, firefighters and disaster victims are often hesitant to ask for 
assistance, although they may desperately need it.  They go without, not asking for 
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The 2018 wildfire season was the most destructive and deadly wildfire season on 
record in California, with a total of 8,434 fires burning an area of 1,890,438 acres, 
the largest amount of burned acreage recorded in a fire season, according to the 
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (Cal Fire) and the National 
Interagency Fire Center (NIFC), as of December 6. The fires have caused more than 
$3.5 billion in damages, including $1.792 billion in fire suppression. The Mendocino 
Complex Fire burned more than 459,000 acres, becoming the largest complex fire Complex Fire burned more than 459,000 acres, becoming the largest complex fire 
in the state's history, with the complex's Ranch Fire surpassing the Thomas Fire
 and the Santiago Canyon Fire of 1889 to become California's single-largest

 recorded wildfire. While there have been forest fires in the past, the pure scope of 
these have been truly devastating. We have seen local fire departments wiped 

out and whole communities destroyed. During the last few months we have received 
dozens of donations from across the country, specifically designating their funds 
to assist in the Wildfire communities. One that moved me was a small preschool in to assist in the Wildfire communities. One that moved me was a small preschool in 
Pleasanton, CA that hosted a movie night and sent the FFCF the proceeds. 

(See letter in box below) I was so taken back by this outpouring, that I suggested 
to the Board and they agreed to designate the Dinner Gala’s proceeds to go to 
these communities. I want to thank you all for your generous support and we 

look forward to a healthy and safe New Year.

Sincerely, Frank R. Tepedino, President

by Thomas M. Sabellico, Esq., New York Counsel to FFCF
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W  Ge Letter

“On behalf of the Waverly Community Schools, I want to thank 
the Firefighters Charitable Foundation for the grant toward the 
purchase of an AED for the High School athletic events. With your 
support, we were able to provide immediate treatment to 

our athletes and fans in the event of a sudden cardiac emergency. 
With Gratitude,”

Sue Ruegsegger, RN, BSN
District Nurse

Waverly Community Schools
Lansing, Michigan

FFCF Takes Part in Breast/Ovarian 
Cancer Awareness Day

Firefighters Charitable Foundation (FFCF) President Frank Tepedino was honored to be part of 
the SASS Foundation for Medical Research, Inc. Breast/Ovarian Cancer Awareness Day at the 
Long Island Marriott on October 27, 2018. Mr. Tepedino was part of the distinguished workshop  council that 
discussed and showcased their support services. Barbara and Martin D. Sass and Dr. Frances Arena formed the 
charity whose mission is research, education and patient care in the fight against cancer and blood related 
diseases. All three had witnessed the devastating effects of cancer on loved ones, and shared a passionate 
coconviction that through the formation of the SASS Foundation for Medical Research it  could make a meaningful 
difference by focusing its efforts on medical research, patient care and education aimed at helping to develop 
improved treatments and, ultimately helping to eradicate cancer. Cancer has hit close to home at the Firefighters 
Charitable Foundation and is a cause that is near and dear to the board’s hearts.  While attending this amazing
event, Frank met the SASS Foundation Founder and President, Dr. Francis Arena (Pictured above). Upon their time 
together they shared stories of both organizations and how they could assist each other.  Dr. Arena asked for 
ininformation on upcoming FFCF Event expressing interest in supporting our cause. It was a wonderful surprise 
when Mr. Arena and his guests attended our recent Gala, forging the way for what we hope to be a wonderful 
mutually beneficial relationship.

Jennifer Roe Darling
President

Children’s Hospital Colorado Foundation

“Thank you for the grant we received last month. It was a 
great end to our year. Your support is truly outstanding!”

“On behalf of our department, we would like to thank you for your 
donation. We will put it to good use in replacing old equipment.”

Oscoda Area EMS
Oscada, Michigan

Chief Scott Crossno
Lake Fire Department
Lafe, Arkansas

"I am writing to inform you about how your support has greatly
 assisted in promoting our Fire & Life Safety Programs with the 

Countryside Fire District.”

"Thank you for your recent gift to our Foundation as part of our Courage 
is…The Campaign to Transform Children’s Health. Generous donors 
help transform the health and well-being of children in Colorado, across 

the Rocky Mountain region and around the world.”

Tony Rodkey. Director Fire & Life Safety Education
Countryside Fire Protection District

Vernon Hills, Illinois

“Our Department would like to thank you for our grant. We have decided 
to use this grant to purchase reflective address signs as a fundraiser and 
incentive to the local residents to help locate individuals when they 
call us. This will aid both our department and the residents in our area.”

Sincerely,
Sunny Whitney, Secretary

Depot Volunteer Fire Department
Depot , Texas



IT’S TIME FOR GOLF!
Firefighters Charitable Foundation

5th Annual Celebrity Golf Tournament
Each Foursome Plays With A Celebrity Guest

June 17, 2019
Town Of Oyster Bay Golf Course
Woodbury, Long Island NY

For more information call us at 516-249-0332 or 
visit our website at www.ffcf.org
Sponsership opportunities available!

Working Smoke Alarms Save Lives
Test Yours Every Month!

One West Street
Farmingdale, NY 11735
United States of America

Phone: (516) 249-0332
Fax: (516) 249-0338

“Helping Victims of Fire & Disaster With Your Support Since 1991”

help, thinking others may need it more; or, they are so 
setback by their losses that they just don’t know where 
to start, and don’t know that FFCF exists and is here to 
help those in need, including them.

Thanks to the generosity of our donors, FFCF is in a 
position to make grants to help these individuals and 
departments, but we need to know where and when help departments, but we need to know where and when help 
is needed.  To that end, FFCF has secured the 
agreement of several individuals who live in different 
states throughout the country to serve as members of 
the FFCF Advisory Council.  Their mission is to assist 
FFCF in accomplishing its mission. They will help the
FFCF get a better handle on what is going on in states
outside our immediate area. These individuals will be ouroutside our immediate area. These individuals will be our
State Ambassadors, to let us know of people and 
organizations in the area who are in need and they can
also assist by passing along information about 
fundraising opportunities in their respective home states.

(FFCF ADVISORY BOARD CONTINUED FROM INSIDE PAGE)


